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Abstract

A archaeological sites of Mesopotamia had long been of a
major and wide interest to researchers and students .The
excavation processes for relics had represented the corner —
stone of studying Iraq's ancient history such processes also
paved the way for those who deal with relics to make researches
, discover , study , and write the history of ancient civilizations .
the archaeological missions' activity which started in the modern
history has been associated with the international political
relations , and sometimes connected with Iraq's economic and
social circumstances . these circumstances whether positive or
negative , have influenced the missions' countries relationship
with the ottoman government and the Iraqi government later .
the archaeological missions' function itself had been affected as
well .

While the relics had been of interest , the archaeological
missions' work lacked much study and research to discuss the
nature of their activities and relations . previous studies have
shortly dealt with this subject , and have not totally surveyed it ,
for they have just tackled single — nationality missions or the
excavation of a limited site . the desire to survey the importance
of the western archaeological missions' activities which worked
in iraq , the possibility that this study would provide the answers
for many questions that might uncover the secrets associated
with the missions' work , and the big support the missions got
from the western governments , and the religious , scientific and
journalistic organizations . these reasons urged me to choose this
subject (impact of western archaeological missions on the
excavation of Iraq's archaeological sites until 1939) . actually ,
here were other stimuli for this choice like the means by which
the Iraqi relics reached the western museums , and the
archaeological missions' role in transporting these relics , in
additions to have an idea about the quantities and kinds of the
smuggled Iraqi relics as much as possible .



There were many questions appearing in my mind , like :
since when the foreign excavators have been working to
discover our relics which had been hidden for thousands of
years ? how had they observed those relics' importance in
figuring out the hidden civilizations ? and why couldn't we
succeed in what they succeeded in ?

Throughout this study I endeavor to specify the reasons
and stimuli which pushed the western countries to send , prepare
and finance missions . more over the reasons to employ the
archaeological missions as form of imperialistic competition
between the mission ' countries . also , I attempt to focus on the
subject of looting and smuggling the relics , as well as the
situations and events that helped doing that , and how it was
achieved , whether it was an organized plan or not . in addition ,
those plans were carried out by experienced authoritative
persons who might have had the stimuli for serving science ,
truth , their countries or personal interests .

This thesis 1s divided into four chapters . the first one
(western competition for Iraq during the 19™ and the beginning
of the 20™ century) clarifies the competition during the
privileges system , evangelistic missions , transport — projects
competition , and excavating processes .

Although explorers , in their writings , stressed the
importance of the east treasures , which represent an unending
wealth chapter two (the beginning of archaeological excavation
in Iraq) tackles the explorers' role in getting relics , and the
consuls ' role n excavation . also it sheds light on the contacts
made by some consuls with the Jewish organizations which
financially supported them . besides , it tries to connect the
archaeological discovered sites with the old testament . the
unorganized digging up and the scientific methods of excavation
have also been dealt with in this chapter .

One should refer to many important issues here like: the
looting and smuggling of relics which had been associated with
the missions' work, the missions which gave rise to the
suspicion about possessing and transporting relics, whether
looting and smuggling had taken place under observance of the



authorities or not, and the view of laws and legislations on the
looting and smuggling activities.

Accordingly, chapter four (The Violation of
Archaeological laws and the looting of Relics) reckons with
violation of Otoman legislations and laws, and the situation after
establishing the royal reign in Iraq. This chapter, also, touches
on the missions' role in looting relics, and reveals the most
prominent members of the important mussions which
contributed to the looting of relics, as well as the western
characters who played a distinctive role in looting and
smuggling the relics from Iraq. Besides, this chapter shows that
the jews had contributed to counterfeiting and smuggling relies
to the western museums. Finally, it makes an inventory of the
smuggled Iraqi relics and the archaeological sites form which
they have been picked up.
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